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NEITHER NEW NOR GREAT 


The New York Times reports 
that a “new great debate” is 
raging in Washington. It stems 
from a notion which has been 
heavily promoted recently by 
a Harvard professor. The 
theory is that Americans de- 
vote too much of their energy 
and resources to their own 
material well-being, and not 
enough to what are called 
“public services.” To take a 
single example, we have 
wonderful automobiles, but 
terrible slums. 

There is nothing either new 
or great about this debate. 


It is as old as mankind. The 
founders of the American 
Republic thought they had 
settled it, at least for Amer- 
icans, for all time. In a 
way, they did - until we 
started making a mess of the 
Charter of Freedom which they 
wrote. The so-called “new 
great debate” boils down to 
this: Who is the best judge 
of what shall be done with 
the people’s resources and 
energy? The Constitution of 
the United States set up a 
system of political life in 
which each individual — with 











proper respect for the rights 
of each other individual - 
could make his own decisions. 
Only in this way could the 
freedom of the individual be 
guaranteed. 

But now it is contended that 
we don’t know what’s good for 
us. We spend too much money 
(to use the same example) mak- 
ing beautiful automobiles 
when we should be spending it 
to clear away slums. The 
solution? Itisthe usual one, 
and the oldest in history. 
Turn the job over to the 
government - to the politi- 
cians. Let them take more of 
the people’s money. Then the 
people won’t be able to spend 
it on cars and refrigerators 
and clothes and food. Instead 
the do-gooders in Washington 
will spend it as they think 
best — on housing and health 


NOTHING FREE 


It is fortunate that here 
in America we have not yet 
traveled the full road — the 
road to the Tyrant State - 
down which these misguided 
do-gooders would lead us. But 
we are well on our way. The 
only thing that will save us 
is the realization by the 
ordinary American that he can 
get nothing free from the 
government. Consider this sub- 





and education and so on. 

There is no doubt that we 
have bad spots inour society. 
We probably always will, so 
long as we remain fallible 
human beings. But these do- 
gooder politicos, professors, 
and their followers refuse to 
recognize that they want us 
to imitate the old European 
systems - in which the gov- 
ernment had full power over 
the energies and resources of 
the people. Then the people 
had neither material well-be- 
ing nor freedom —- and they 
still had slums. The logical 
end of this drive toward the 
Tyrant State is Communist 
Russia today. If we listen to 
the siren song of these “‘ let- 
the-government-decide” boys, 
we will end up without auto- 
mobiles, without freedom ~and 
with the worst slums on earth. 


ject of housing and slums. 

Here in New York City we 
are having a first-class 
scandal in the administration 
of public-housing funds. Of 
course, there is nothing un- 
usual about this. Whenever 
politicians handle other peo- 
ple’s money, there are sure 
to be scandals. But in the 
old days, the scandals were 
little ones, involving state 
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and local politicians and 
maybe thousands or hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. But 
now, with the national govern- 
ment dishing out the money, 
the scandals become big 
ones, involving millions and 
billions of dollars. 

But much more serious is 
the fact that, after the ex- 
penditure of so many millions 
of dollars by the government 
to wipe out slums in New York 
City, we have bigger slums 
than ever. The only thing 
that has changed is the out- 
ward appearance of the slums. 
We have big, beautiful and 
expensive housing projects, 
built with government money. 
They cost fantastic sums to 
build and equip, but are 
rented to former slum-dwellers 


at ridiculously low rents. 
The difference is paid by the 
hardworking, self-respecting 
taxpayers — who often cannot 
find decent quarters for their 
own families. It is not unus- 
ual to find tenants in these 
public houses living on re- 
lief - in a time of booming 
prosperity. And behind their 
beautiful facades many of 
these public-housing projects 
have become slums as bad or 
worse than the ones they 
replaced. 

What the politician is 
eternally interested in, of 
course, 1s votes - votes to 
keep himself in power. The 
only way to restrain the pol- 
itician is to prevent him 
from using the people’s money 
to buy the votes of large 
minority blocs. All of a sud- 
den, for instance, the Wash- 
ington politicians have 
become very much concerned 
about the health of old folk. 
They want to give them what 
is called “free” medical care 
This sudden concern does not 
stem from any kindness or 
sympathy on the part of the 
politicians. It stems from 
the fact that people are liv- 
ing longer — so the old folk 
constitute another minority 
voting bloc. Of course, there 
is nothing “free” about gov- 
ernment medical care for old 





folk. We will all - including 
the old folk — pay for it in 
increased taxes. And the in- 
flation caused by government 
spending makes all of us - 
again including the old folk- 
less and less able to take 
careof our own medical costs. 

The same thing goes for the 
politician’s apparent concern 
about farmers and teachers. 











Each constitutes a large 
voting bloc. The idea is to 
make them think they are 
getting something for nothing 
from the government — with 
handouts to farmers not to 
plant, and handouts to teach- 
ers to pay salaries and build 
schools. But none of these 
people is getting anything 
for nothing. 


EXPENSIVE - AND ENSLAVING 


There are two grimly startl- 
ing facts about this whole 
business of “‘ let-the-govern- 
ment-decide” what shall be 
done with our money. First, 
even assuming some of these 
things should be done, letting 
the government do it is the 
most expensive possible 
method. Senator Harry Byrd of 
Virginia points out that this 
year alone, the federal gov- 
ernment is making so-called 
grants-in-aid to the states 
of 9% billion dollars. Where 
did the government get the 
money? It collected it from 
the taxpayers in the states. 
But do they get it all back? 
Of course not. Senator Byrd 
says that there is at least a 
20 percent deduction for 
federal administration. And 
here’s another eye-opener. 
Mr. O.D. Pritchard of the 


National Association of Life 





Underwriters, says that when 
established private charity 
groups give away money, they 
do so at a cost of seven cents 
out of each dollar. But it 
costs the federal government 
three dollars for every one 
dollar it gives away. This 
means that every time the 
federal government takes a 
dollar from you and hands it 
to a foreigner or a farmer or 
a housing project, it takes 
another two dollars from you 
to enable it to give away 
your first dollar! 

But most important of all 
is the fact that all this 
gives to the politician the 
power to use the people’s own 
money to enslave the people. 
The Tax Foundation recently 
figured that out of each 
eight-hour working day, the 
average American works two 
and one-quarter hours — for 
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whom? For himself, his wife 
and family? Oh, no — he works 
two and one-quarter hours out 
of every single working day 
in order to pay his taxes. 
This means he is working only 
five and three-quarter hours 
for himself. The rest of his 
working day is spent working 
for the politicians in Wash- 
ington. The more the govern- 
ment spends, the longer you 


must work for the politicians. 
Keep this up, and eventually 
your whole day will be spent 
working for the government. 
When that time comes, we reach 
the inevitable conclusion of 
** letting-the-government- do- 
it” - complete control of 
everything and everybody by 
the Tyrant State. 

- John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 2/21/60 
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Book Review 


TO KNOW 


FACTS ON COMMUNISM, Vol. I, 
by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, 142 
pages, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, 45 cents. 

There is little cause for 
wonder at the attempts, over 
the years, of our homegrown 
Reds to destroy the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities. What is not so 
easy to understand is the 
manner in which our modern 
“liberals” rush to join in 
the Reds’ hatchet-job. For- 
tunately for the great mass 
of Americans, their combined 
efforts so far have been un- 
successful. And the Committee 
goes on, effectively reveal - 
ing and documenting the activ- 


IS TO BE ARMED 
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ities of the enemy amongst us. 

To its invaluable record of 
investigations, hearings, 
studies, and special consulta- 
tions, the Committee now adds 
the first volumeof a project- 
ed series which could well 
become a definitive encyclo- 
pedia on communism. The span 
of this first book covers The 
Communist Ideology under five 
major headings ~ The Commun- 
ist View of History, The 
Communist View of the Present 
Society, The Socialist Revo- 
lution, Communist Organi za- 
tions and Strategy, and Con- 
munist Philosophy. Under each 
of these titles are numerous 
sub-subjects. They are handl- 
ed briefly; clearly, and with 








6 
thorough documentation. Still others find the commun- 
We are under attack by ist philosophy strange and 
communism and its knowing and incomprehensible.” 


unknowing practitioners on Even if you think you know, 
many fronts. As the Committee you can always know more. And 
points out inits introduction, you can do your bit by seeing 


this attack is “unprecedented that this, and subsequent 
in history,” and“‘differs so volumes in the series (of 
much from the normal pattern’ which we will bring you news 
of relations between nations as they are issued) are in 
or political groups...that the spots - schools, librar- 
many people fail to grasp the ies, colleges, discussion 
full extent of the threat. groups, etc. — in your com- 
Some tend to mistake commun- munity where they will do the 
ism for a mere part of what most good. To be informed 
it is and does. Others are about the enemy is to be arm- 
not informed about the con-- ed against him. 

cealed aspects of communism. ~- Rosalie Gordon 


WE PROUDLY ANNOUNCE: 


That America’s Future, Inc., the publishers of this news- 
letter, on February 22, 1960, was awarded, for the second 
consecutive year, a George Washington Honor Medal Award. The 
award was made by the distinguished National and School 
Awards Jury of Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. America’s 
Future’s Constitutional Government and Free Enterprise Pro- 
gram was cited as “‘an outstanding achievement in helping to 
bring about a better understanding of the American Way of 
Life during 1959.” 

With gratitude and humility we shall endeavor to continue 
to earn the confidence thus expressed by Freedoms Foundation. 


“If we can’t do anything about the debt and the tax burden 
in a period of record business activity, what would happen 
if there were even a mild recession? One result would be 
more big deficits - and more inflation. We’re walking the 
most dangerousof tightropes. "-Trenton (Mo. ) REPUBLICAN-TIMES 





NOT TO TRAITORS 


“It is just too bad about these American colleges and uni- 
versities...(less than two dozen out of more than 1300 -£d.) 
that have pulled away from Uncle Sam’s new student loan pro- 
gram. It seems they are outraged over the requirement that 
a student borrowing Uncle Sam’s money must declare that he 
is not a communist. 

**We might object to the loan program on the ground that 
this is none of Uncle’s proper business and that in the land 
of the free and the home of the brave a young fellow, or 
girl, ought to have enough getup and gumption to achieve an 
education without government aid. But so long as we have it 
the least we can do is to make sure this assistance goes to 
loyal young Americans and not to traitors. 

“Didn’t these college people ever salute the flag when they 
went to school? ‘I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the 
Republic for which it stands...’ Are these strange and fear- 
some words? Ordo they think they aretoocorny for intellect- 
uals? Or do they think the UN flag is prettier? 

“If we were one of those well-heeled philanthropists. ..who 
go around endowing this and that at our institutions of high- 
er learning, we would at least know a dozen of them to keep 


away from.” - North Canton (O.) SUN 


“Give Red China a seat in the United Nations - our seat.” 
~ Tom Anderson, editor FARM & RANCH 
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